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ENFORCEMENT OF FIRE FIGHTERS GUIDANCE NOTES

Ministry of Labour inspectors refer to guidelines, guidance notes, alerts, etc. when they
carry out their enforcement duties under the Occupational Health and Safety Act and
Regulations. They are considered in determining if reasonable precautions for the
protection of a worker are being taken under clause 25(2)(h) of the Act. Inspectors may
reference these Guidance Notes in the narrative of their field visit reports.

Fire departments should, in consultation with their Joint Health and Safety Committee or
Health and Safety Representative, incorporate into their standard operating
procedures/guidelines (SOPs/OGs) or policy and operational guidelines (OGs) the
principles set out in the guidance notes developed by the Ontario Fire Service Section
21 Advisory Committee and distributed by the Ministry of Labour. SOPs/OGs should
take into account the fire department's response capabilities. Firefighters should be
trained using their own department's operational guidelines.

The materials in the manual are published and placed on fire service websites after
considerable input has been received from the affected parties.

These guidelines quickly have become the accepted practice for fire fighter protection in
Ontario.

Note that in volunteer departments, without a joint health and safety committee, a
worker representative should receive a copy of this manual. The manual is available via
the Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs website and may be hyperlinked to:

www.oafc.on.ca/committees/Health safety/index.html.

The employer is responsible for the distribution of the material in the manual in
accordance to section 25(2)(a) under the Occupational Health and Safety Act. Anyone
who does not have access to the Section 21 Health and Safety Manual should contact
Karen Hanna, Section 21 Facilitator, Ministry of Labour, at (416) 212-0866.
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